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Dear SCPS Families and Staff, 

 

Our students have now been in their classrooms for two weeks and instruction is going very well. Students are learning, 

they are thriving, and our teachers are excited to have them in their classrooms. In-person, five-day instruction, in a safe 

environment remains our highest priority. 

 

The last 18 months have taught us that our world is indeed unpredictable. As we know, COVID-19 is still at a high level 

of transmission in our community. I encourage you to visit our COVID-19 data dashboard for the coronavirus impact 

specific to our schools. If your child has been exposed to COVID-19, based on the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and 

Virginia Department of Health (VDH) guidelines, you will be notified about our quarantine requirements. If your student 

is in the vicinity of another student or staff member who tested positive, such as in the same classroom, on the bus, at a 

sports team practice, etc. then you will receive a letter.  

 

We must be realistic and continue to quarantine and isolate students as required by the CDC in order to minimize the 

spread in our schools and community. While a student is quarantined, he or she will continue to receive instruction. I 

invite you to review our 2021-2022 Frequently Asked Questions, which explain in detail our quarantine and isolation 

protocols.  

 

Stafford County’s coronavirus numbers continue to rise, and we must be cognizant of the fact that we may be required to 

shift from our current instructional model to a virtual model in the future either as a classroom, a school, or a division. 

While collaboration with our local health department would be required before any decision to change our instructional 

delivery model is made, it is necessary for us to be proactive and plan for a pivot to virtual learning. Understanding this is 

not ideal, we must be ready as a learning community to make this switch if it is in the best interest of keeping our students 

safe and continuing their education.   

 

I have been asked many times over the last two weeks what would trigger us to make a switch to virtual instruction. There 

is no single number or data point that triggers moving to virtual instruction in any of the guidance we receive. We must 

continue layering our mitigation strategies, to include consistent and correct wearing of face coverings, frequent hand 

washing, staying home when sick, and getting a COVID vaccine if you are able.  

 

In addition to the layered mitigation strategies outlined in our July 27th presentation to the School Board, we will continue 

to follow the guidance provided by the VDH and CDC, and evaluate key indicators in our school division before making a 

switch to virtual instruction.     

 

• The ability to follow our mitigation strategies; 

• The vaccination rate in our community; 

• The number of community and school-based transmissions; 

• Our ability to staff the right people in the right positions; and 

• Our ability to contact trace. 

 

 

 

 

STAFFORD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
31 Stafford Avenue 

Stafford, Virginia 22554-7246 
Phone: 540-658-6000 

www.staffordschools.net 

SCHOOL BOARD 
Holly Hazard, Chair 

Susan Randall, Vice Chair 
Dr. Sarah Chase 

Patricia Healy 

Irene Hollerback 

Dr. Elizabeth Warner 
R. Pamela Yeung 

 

Office of the Superintendent 

https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/29163
https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/29163
https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/32122
https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/32122
https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/32122
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-in-virginia/community-transmission/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/uncodifiedacts/2021/session2/chapter456/
https://www.staffordschools.net/cms/lib/VA01818723/Centricity/Domain/4/Mitigation%20Strategies_8-20-21.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2021/03/Interim-Guidance-to-K-12-School-Reopening.pdf


SCPS Families and Staff 
August 20, 2021 
Page 2 of 2 
 

Every Tuesday our school division along with Spotsylvania, Caroline, King George, and Fredericksburg City Public 

Schools meet with staff from our health department to review the local COVID-19 data and mitigation strategies. Next 

Tuesday we will further discuss metrics that school divisions need to monitor to determine if an alternative learning model 

is required.   

 

If a Classroom, School, or the Division moves to virtual: 

 

If we must move to virtual instruction, parents will be contacted and the switch will be made within a timely manner. 

Google Meets and Canvas will be used to provide student instruction both synchronously and asynchronously. Students 

with specific needs (technology access, ESL, students with disabilities) will continue to have access to their services as 

determined by their specific learning plans. Parents will be informed of any scenarios where concurrent instruction may 

not be reasonably provided or appropriate and provided with an alternative asynchronous solution. 

 

Technology Considerations for a Transition to Virtual Learning for Staff and Families 

 

• Are your Staff and Student devices going home daily in case of quarantine? 

• Is your classroom technology (Owl, television, projection) set up and ready to go? 

• Do you have or do you need a Kajeet?  

• Are your Canvas LMS courses set up and are your students prepared for access? 

• The parent/student technology help desk is operating from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (540.940.6915); email 

helpdesk@staffordschools.net; website https://helpdesk.staffordschools.net. 

 

This letter does not suggest that we will move to a virtual model soon, however I cannot state that this is not a possibility 

in the future. It is critically important that our parents, students, and staff have notice of what the virtual instructional 

model would look like in the event that we have to pivot to a virtual instructional delivery model.  

 

As always, we appreciate your cooperation as we continue to navigate this ever-evolving pandemic. If you would like 

more information on where to get vaccinated, please check with your healthcare provider or find a location at 

vaccinate.virginia.gov/.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Scott R. Kizner, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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